
Newtimber Parish Meeting 
Draft Minutes Of meeting held Tuesday 9 July 2019 

The meeting was held at Newtimber Place under the chairmanship of Miss Henrietta 
Brocklebank and commenced at 19.00 

Present:  Lucy Dalrymple (Clerk), Henrietta Brocklebank (Chair), Marilyn Roberts (Deputy 
Clerk), David Roberts, Carol and Andrew Clay, Councillor Joy Dennis ( West Sussex County 
Council), Councillor Colin Trumble ( Mid Sussex District Council) who joined us at 20.00 

Apologies: Wendy Duquemin. 

1. The minutes of the last meeting (Annual General meeting) held 30th April 2019 were  
      read and approved                            

2.    Matters arising from the minutes of last meeting. 
       None. 

3.  Reports by our elected Representatives. 

We raised our concern about the fatal accident at Saddlescombe of a young motorcyclist. Joy 
Dennis advised us that the coroner’s report was awaited and that until it became public she 
was unable to tell us any further details. However, in the meantime we need to take action to 
ensure that this doesn’t happen again. Whilst Joy Dennis finds out who owns the land in 
question (currently being used as an informal car park) we will work together with West 
Sussex, Mid Sussex, National Trust and Poynings Parish Council. 
Joy Dennis will supply us with the relevant OS map. 

David Roberts asked if the previous coroner’s reports were in the public domain as he would 
like to see details of the previous fatal accident near Donkey Row. 

Due to the car parks along Devil’s Dyke Road being used for unsavoury activities both 
Brighton and Hove and West Sussex Councils wanted to close all three with immediate 
effect. Thankfully Joy Dennis intervened and they will stay open during the busy summer 
months but will close for thorough cleaning in September due to drug paraphernalia etc. 
One car park is owned by West Sussex but the management will now be taken over by 
Brighton and Hove who own the other two. 

Stonepound Cross Road Closure: 

The Hurstpierpoint arm will be closing as soon as schools finish and will reopen six weeks 
later in time for the new school year. 
They will upgrade the traffic lights, re-duct wiring, widen road and pavements, improve cycle 
route etc. During this work, there will be 3 arm traffic and 5 new lights with relevant 
diversions in place. 



Thankfully Joy Dennis has delayed the resurfacing work at Muddleswood Road which was 
due to take place simultaneously on 23rd July as it is part of the diversion route. This work 
will now take place in September. 

The Haywards Heath sixth Form College will reopen in September 2020 having been 
mothballed for four years. 

Colin Trumble advised us that our new MSDC Planning rep on the South-Downs National 
Park Authority is Gary Marsh. 

We will send Colin Trumble the previous correspondence regarding our concerns with 
unofficial work at Little Acorn and request an update regarding Pondtail Wood. 

Colin Trumble apologised for not setting up a Downland Village meeting with SDNPA and 
we expressed our interest in being included. 

Congratulations were offered by all on the appointment of Colin Trumble as the new 
chairman of MSDC. 

4.   Planning: 

Planning is in process at Rectory Cottage. 
David Roberts voiced his concerns about Little Acorns (as Above) where planning 
permission was refused yet major work has been carried out to the entrance. David Roberts 
raised an HSE concern regarding vison splay on a road where there has just been a fatal 
accident. 
If nothing is done despite our efforts and email to Colin Trumble, we will take to social 
media. 

5.   Financial Transactions. 

There were none since the last meeting. 

However, we have been invoiced by MSDC for the maintenance of a dog poo bin at Donkey 
Row. We have no record of our agreement to pay for this service and do not have the funds to 
do so as our precept is only £225 per annum. Lucy Dalrymple had corresponded with the 
Council regarding above matter with no conclusion so David Roberts has taken the matter 
over. 

It was agreed to continue to pay the annual subscription to SALC. 

6.  Report of Actions by Clerk and Chairman since the last meeting 

The Clerk reported she has attended two meetings regarding the proposed Mayfield 
Development. They are continuing to bully land owners with the aim of building 7100 houses 
near Henfield. The developers have taken advantage of Horsham District Councils District 



Plan Review forced on them by central government. MSDC have a robust district plan, six 
years in the making, which has forced Mayfield over the border. 

The Chairman has made contact with Dan Fagin, the new manager at Saddlescombe Farm, 
who is happy to engage with us. 

7.  Annual return. 

Annual return was discussed and completed ready for the auditors. However due to 
unforeseen circumstances we are late for the 30th June deadline. 

8.   Report from The Parish Church. 

We held our second Newtimber Country Fayre on the 23rd June. It was a great success and 
raised £3000 for church funds and £300 for the Martlets. 

Bishop Martin will start his Hurstpierpoint Deanery visitation at Newtimber Church on 
Tuesday 23rd July at Noon. A short said Holy communion followed by a delicious lunch will 
be on offer. All welcome. 

9.   Neighbourhood Watch. 

Nothing to report. 

10.  Any other business. 

We were sorry to say goodbye to three long standing residents. Dr Shirley Murrell, Ms 
Stephanie Anderson and Mr Chris Humphrey who have sold their properties and moved out 
of the village. We wish them well in their new homes. 
Losing three integral members of the meeting as left us with a depleted Parish Meeting and 
concerns were raised as to how to re-invigorate our village life.  
Our yearly Harvest Picnic was mentioned and we hope to hold a fun gathering at 
Saddlescombe starting at noon with food and free beer kindly donated by David Roberts. 
Further details to follow. 

David Roberts has completely restored the Village Notice Board. He has done a wonderful 
job for which with thank him. 

11.   Date of Next Meeting. 

Tuesday 8th October 2019 at 19.00 



The meeting closed at 20.46 


